
March 19th, 2021 

Dear St. Bernard’s Students, 

Greetings in Christ!  

Since my last update in January, the administration and staff at St. Bernard’s have 
continued to monitor closely all developments related to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
situation. Although our nation is still afflicted by this virus as this Spring semester 
progresses, St. Bernard’s will be adjusting our response to COVID after the completion 
of this semester: courses will continue to use Zoom videoconferencing for instruction 
but will also offer in-person attendance where this is possible for Summer Sessions I 
and II. Specifically: 

❖ Since our Rochester campus (120 French Road, Rochester) is no longer 
located within an “Orange Zone”, and since this campus is used only for 
instructional purposes, in-class instruction will become an option in 
Summer Sessions I and II for those who would prefer this mode of 
instruction. These courses will be designated with the location of “ROC & 
Online” in the Course Offerings page on our website. We will also 
continue to use Zoom videoconferencing for all Rochester-based classes. 

❖ We are excited to be able to host the first St. Bernard’s courses from the 
Catholic Center in Buffalo (795 Main Street Buffalo). Due to the large size 
of the first floor of this building which can accommodate social-
distancing, in-class instruction will become an option in Summer Sessions 
I and II for those who would prefer this mode of instruction. These 
courses will be designated with the location of “BUF & Online” in the 
Course Offerings page on our website.   

❖ The Albany campus (40 North Main Avenue, Albany) is used for 
purposes other than education and as such is closely following state 
capacity regulations. Therefore, we will continue to deliver classes in the 
Diocese of Albany exclusively through Zoom videoconferencing and our 
Canvas learning management system.  

If you register for a course with an in-person delivery option, the Registrar will 
send you further communication so that you can opt-in to this opportunity as the 
summer sessions draw closer. Looking ahead, we anticipate that we will continue to 
instruct in this way in the semesters that follow the Summer with the hope of reopening 
the Albany Campus. Should there occur a substantial change impacting our instruction 
methods, be assured that you will hear from me immediately.  
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Our investment in Zoom videoconferencing technology and in our Canvas 
learning management system has done us well, allowing us to continue our online 
learning with minimal disruption. 

 My team continues to stand ready to assist you with any questions or concerns 
you may have, technical or otherwise. Do not hesitate to reach out to Mrs. Kelly 
Brunacini (Kelly.Brunacini@stbernards.edu), Executive Assistant to the President, who 
will be able to answer your questions or at least direct them to others who can answer 
them.  

Thank you for your continued patience during these trying times. Once again, 
general guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19 have been distributed through 
the various dioceses we serve and are helpfully articulated by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention here. Naturally, we will continue to monitor this situation and 
will update you with any changes to the above decisions in as timely a fashion as is 
possible. 

May we take this time to pray to the Lord, our harbor and our true hope, and 
may we remember all those who are most vulnerable: those with preexisting conditions, 
the elderly, the poor, and those who have no one to care for them. Be assured of our 
prayers for you and yours during this time.  
    
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen J. Loughlin 
President/Professor of Philosophy 
St. Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry 
120 French Road 
Rochester, NY 14618 
Stephen.Loughlin@stbernards.edu 
(585) 271-3657
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